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Montalvo Arts Center Announces Censorship and Dissent, 
a New Thematic Program Featuring the National Endowment 
for the Arts Initiative The Big Read 
More than 40,000 Redwood City and Silicon Valley Residents 
Simultaneously Reading Ray Bradbury's Seminal Book, 
Fahrenheit 451 

SARATOGA, CA (January 19, 2007) - How do censorship and the accompanying human response to dissent permeate our lives? Montalvo Arts Center has established a thematic program, Censorship and Dissent, enabling the Silicon Valley community to explore through the arts the social impact of restricting the flow of ideas and of curtailing direct action. The featured program is the National Endowment for the Arts The Big Read initiative. As one big reading community, 40,000 of us, including high school students, are simultaneously reading the landmark book Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury . Young and old will then come together in February and March at a series of more than 40 free public events to discuss issues of personal freedom raised in the book. Events include film screenings, panel discussions, school-based activities, a street fair and book reading groups. An Opening Gala at the San Mateo County History Museum in Redwood City on Friday, March 2 at 6:00 pm officially kicks off The Big Read. The gala celebration features keynote speaker, Angie Coiro, an award-winning radio host, local dignitaries and the premiere of a Montalvo-commissioned performing arts piece.

Supplementing The Big Read initiative, Montalvo Arts Center also presents a Talk2Authors literary event with Salman Rushdie on Sunday, May 20 at 7:00 pm at the Garden Theater , a performance by Gilberto Gil on Wednesday, March 28 at 7:30 pm at the Fox Theater , and Free Speech / Free Art , an after school art class for children ages 8-12, six Tuesdays beginning April 10 at Montalvo.

Montalvo Arts Center and the city of Redwood City, including Redwood City Public Library, Redwood City School District and the Sequoia Union High School District, were selected to partner as one of just five California communities and one of 72 communities selected nationwide by the National Endowment for the Arts The Big Read initiative.   Participating communities chose to read one of eight classic American novels. Montalvo Arts Center and The Big Read program partners selected Fahrenheit 451 for its accessibility to high school readers as well as to adults, and for its subject matter, which addresses relevant concerns of our times. While The Big Read hub is Redwood City, everyone in the Silicon Valley is invited to participate.

For more information on The Big Read public programs and events, please visit montalvoarts.org/thebigread.html beginning on February 1.

Recognized as one of the most important and influential authors of the 20th century, Ray Bradbury uses science fiction in Fahrenheit 451 to tell a story about Guy Montag, a fireman whose job it is to start fires. Montag's is a world filled with defiance and censorship. Published nearly 50 years ago, more than five million copies of Fahrenheit 451 are in print internationally.   The book has been called "fascinating,"  "alarming" and "a chilling work about a dystopian society." Bradbury is also the author of the Martian Chronicles , The Illustrated Man , and Something Wicked This Way Comes , among others.

Censorship and Dissent, a program of Montalvo Arts Center, is made possible in part by the National Endowment for the Arts, Peninsula Community Foundation and the Kellogg Foundation. The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading to the center of American culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. 

Related Montalvo Events 
Peep Show: The Big Read Website
As part of the NEA-supported The Big Read initiative, Montalvo Arts Center is working with a team of local college students to commission the design of a live website. In this panel presentation, the group discusses how they worked to give the project and Ray Bradbury's seminal work Fahrenheit 451 a virtual presence. Wed, Feb 21, 7:30 pm, Carriage House Theater, Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga. Admission: Free for Montalvo members/$5 suggested donation, non-members. Reservations suggested: 408.961.5858 or jthorne@montalvoarts.org. 

Salman Rushdie
Rushdie's 1988 novel The Satanic Verses sparked a violent backlash in the Muslim world, including a death order from Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini. The award-winning author's latest novel Shalimar the Clown offers a timely look at extremism, establishing Rushdie as an international champion of free speech and challenger of fundamentalist hegemony. Sun, May 20, 7:00 pm at the Garden Theater, Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga. Admission: $20/30/40/50/60. Box Office: 408.961.5858 or ticketmaster.com. 

Gilberto Gil
With dreadlocks and a social activist history, Gilberto Gil isn't your typical government bureaucrat. But as Brazil's minister of culture, this legend of bossa nova is playing a fundamental role in shaping the development of the arts in his home country while continuing to redefine popular music throughout the world. Wed, Mar 28, 7:30 pm , Fox Theater , 2215 Broadway , Redwood City. Admission: $45/50/55/65. Box Office: 408.961.5858 or ticketmaster.com. 

Free Speech/Free Art
Recommended for children ages 8-12, this after school class explores ideas of censorship and dissent through art by asking the question: "What does 'free speech' mean today?" Instructor Susie Heeter will introduce students to art that challenges convention. Each session will introduce students to various master works, including Picasso's Guernica , to gain a better understanding of art as voice. Students will discover how color, shape and perspective can be used to "speak out" about important issues in their lives. Limit 12 students.

About the Instructor: Susie Heeter holds a BFA from the Academy of Art College in San Francisco. She has taught art classes and private lessons in Silicon Valley for over ten years. Currently, she teaches art at the Hillbrook School in Los Gatos. 

Six Tues, Apr 10-May 15 , 4:00-6:00 pm, Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga. Tuition: $100 Montalvo Members/$115 Non-Members. After School Art Classes are sold exclusively through the Montalvo Box Office. Please call 408.961.5858. 

About Montalvo Arts Center
Montalvo Arts Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to art, artists and the community through creation, presentation and education in extraordinary ways and settings. Located in the Saratoga Hills, Montalvo Arts Center occupies a Mediterranean-style villa on 175 stunning acres, which was left as a gift to the people of California by Senator James Duval Phelan for the encouragement of art, music, literature and architecture. Funding for Montalvo Arts Center's programs is provided by contributions from foundations, corporations and individuals. For more information visit www.montalvoarts.org. 

# # # 

Calendar Editors, Please Note:
Click here to download a PDF document containing the majority of The Big Read events. A complete list can be found beginning on February 1 at www.montalvoarts.org/thebigread.html . 
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